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1. Claims 1-11 are allowed. 

i 

Claim 1 is independent claim. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
As to claim 1, the present invention from the application discloses a system comprises 
" analyzing pixels in the original halftone image neighboring the selected pixel to determine if the 
neighboring pixels contain dots to be printed; adjusting the position of the selected dot in the 
selected pixel to increase an average distance between the selected dot and the dots in the 
neighboring pixels; and creating a modified halftone image in which the position of selected dot 
has been adjusted ". 

The closest prior art such as Sakamoto (US Patent No. 5,045,931), which is recorded on 
the Examiner's Remark, discloses a printed image without rosette moire can be produced by 
adjusting positional relations among halftone images; and Obata (U.S. Pub. No. 2001/0050776 
Al), which is recorded on the Examiner's Remark, teaches the pattern detecting device judges 
whether or not the constructed lengthwise line is of the single dot width or of a plural dot width, 
when pixels neighboring right and left of the target pixel are white or black and the target pixel is 
halftone or black. 

However, the above prior art fails to anticipate or render the above underlined limitations 
obvious. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance. 1 ' 

Examiner 's Remark 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

Sakamoto (US Patent No. 5,045,931) discloses a printed image without rosette moire can 
be produced by adjusting positional relations among halftone images. 

Loce et al. (US Pub. No. 2003/0090729 Al) discloses the assignment of spatial weights 
can be based on a distance of a neighboring pixel from the center of a halftone dot. 

Yamada (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0051209 Al) teaches a subject pixel is set as a white pixel 
when the difference between the density of the subject pixel and an average density of 
neighboring pixels of the subject pixel is greater than the predetermined value and the density of 
the subject pixel deviates from the average density toward the white side, the subject pixel is set 
as a black dot when the difference is greater than the predetermined value and the density of 
the subject pixel deviates from the average density toward the black side, and the subject pixel 
is set as a dot having a density that is determined by the pseudo-halftone processing when the 
difference is smaller than or equal to the predetermined value. 
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Obata (U.S. Pub. No. 2001/0050776 Al) teaches the pattern detecting device judges 
whether or not the constructed lengthwise line is of the single dot width or of a plural dot width, 
when pixels neighboring right and left of the target pixel are white or black and the target pixel is 
halftone or black. 

Contact information 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas Q. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7442. 

Apr. 27, 2007 
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